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(54) METHOD FOR DIVIDING REGION OF IMAGE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for 
dividing a region of image, of which the region can be 
divided in a short processing time. 
SOLUTION: All color number obtained from color data 
of each pixel of a color image on a printed board are 
replaced by model color candidates with a limited color 
number by using a limited color displaying algorithm 
(53). As for the limited color displaying algorithm, a 
method selecting the model color candidate in order of 
decreasing a appearance frequency of color, a method 
of dividing a color space into a predetermined number 
of subspaces to select the model color candidate of 
each subspace, or a method converting the three- 
dimensional color space to one-dimensional 
arrangement and dividing the one- dimensional pixel 
array position to set the model color candidate, is used. 
By applying a rearrangement method to the model color 
candidate with the limited color number, the region is 
divided into a desired number of regions (55). and each 

pixel of the original color image is assigned to one of the divided regions to divide the desired 
pattern region (57). 
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